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Decoding medical terms

• Many of the terms used in Medicine are in Latin

Do I need to learn Latin? NO English is good enough

Terms in medicine usually have more than one components. For decoding

• Break the term in to it’s components

• Interpret the more common (known) component firt

• Interpret the other terms

• Join all to decipher complete meaning

Common terms and what they mean

Logy – Discourse (If in a departments name – refers to medical side)

Gram/Graphy - Investigation, usually imaging

Scopy - visualization of actual organ (non imaging)

itis - Inflammation

tomy - Making an opening

stomy - joining (mostly two hollow viscera)

ctomy - Cutting off / removing an organ or part

angio - Blood vessel

Micin / mycin - antibiotic


